£9: have their Lives for a Prey, are reduced to the greateſt Straits imaginable ; 
: many of them wanting the neceſſary Supports of Life, and not a few thou- 
ſands who ſome Months ago liv'd in great Plenty, are now upon the point of Starving, if 
they are not ſpecdily and vigoroully reliev'd; Beſides that great Numbersare daily coming 
over, and like to do ſo,as long as the Kingdom of Irelazd continues in this diſtreiſed Con- 
dition. This hath wrought ſo much on the Charity and Piety of their Majeſties, That 
they have iſſued out their Letters Patents tor a General Colleftion over the whole Kingdom, 
of which a Copy is herewith ſent you. And We who arc among many others appointed by 
the Brzef to take care of the Execution of it, have thought 1t incumbent on us to write to 
you, (No way doubting of your great Zeal for carrying on ſo good and ſo neceſſary a Cha- 
rity) to Move you to ule all poſſible Care and Diligence for the Advancement of it ; Ho- 
ping you will repreſent to the People, that as theſe our Diſtreſſed Brethrez are driven from 
their Houſes and Poſſeſſions by the Enemies both of our Religion and Country : So if we 
have any Regard either to the Name of an Ezzlih-man, or a Proteſtant, We muſt be 
deeply affected with their Miſery. It is not long fince we our ſelves had the dreadful 
Proſpect of being forc'd to abandon our Country, and of chooſing a Voluntary Exile. 
But God of his great Mercy has preſerved us from thoſe Miſeries, into which he has ſut- 
ter'd theſe our Brethren and Country-men to fall. We hope therefore you will endea- 
vour moſt effeCtually to perſwade your reſpeQive Charges, to ſhew that liberal Charity 
to their diſtreſſed fellow-Chriſtians upon this great occaſion ; which they would have 
wiſhed others would have ſhewn tothem, if themſelves had fallen into the like Calami- 
ty; and thatthey will {tir up all Men to confider what a grateful Acknowledgment it will 
be to Almighty God, who has deliver'd us from the Hands of our Enemies, to ſhew a 
moſt extraordinary Compaſſion to thoſe who are fallen into this great Diſtreſs. And how 
juſtly ſuch as can harden themſelves againſt ſuch Objects, may expect to fall under Ex- 
treme Miſery, and to find none to pity them. And in particular We do deſire that every 
Miniſter after the reading of the Brzef, will allo read this Letter to his Congregation. 
And that on the Sunday before he begins to gather this Charity, he will at the Concluſi- 
on of his Sermon earneſtly exhort his Pariſhioners to an extraordinary Liberality ſuitable 
to the preſſing Neceſſities of ſo great a Number, in ſo great a Ditſtrels. Andall this We 
moſt earneſtly recommend to your Care, not doubting but you will ſo far charge your 
own Conlciences with it, as becomes Men of your Holy Protethon. And We think tic 
to acquaint you, that tor the publick Satisfattion there will be Printed and Publiſhed an 
exact Account of the Monics that are Gather'd in every Arch-deaconry, and every Farilh 
_ thereof, rogether with an Account of the Diſtribution of all the Montes that arc received 
upon this Briet Atteſted þy the Commiſſioners therein mentioned. We are 


Your Loving Friends, 


T ho. Ebor. 

H. Londoa. 

F. Wincheſter. 
W. Aſaph. 


Gi. Sarum. 


